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    One Year and Counting  

        It is a strange feeling to acknowledge 
that last year at the Annual Board of Direc-
torsõ meeting the board elected me to re-

place Rod Diridon as the President & CEO 
of CTRC. Since then It has been a whirlwind of meetings 
and emails with our various board members, attending 

FMC (Fairgrounds Management Corp) board and internal 
staff meetings with the folk who have the responsibility of 
making the County Fair work and, for the first time last 
year, it was a profitable enterprise.  

      I had the opportunity of meeting Abraham Andrade, the CEO of the FMC, 
who has a very vested interest in CTRC and its future. The FMC has an inter-
est in having the current on -site CTRC develop into a full museum that the 

public can become aware of and participate in and thusly become a working 
function of the Fair Grounds activities schedule. Although the details are still 
in the òtalking stagesó one of the suggested proposals spoke to turning our 

Harriman coaches into a restaurant related to the Fair and CTRC activities. I 
stated that I was òALL EARSó. In the meantime our meetings with the Fair-
ground staff for the County Fair planning have been productive regarding pe-

destrian access, security and scheduling of CTRC volunteers to act as docents 
for the Fair; August 1 -4.  

     Art Randall and the 2479 mechanical & site crew have made the work area 

a place to show the star of the collection, looking like it just rolled out of the 
shop. Art commented that the 2479 hasnõt looked this good in over 15 years 
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with its paint and polish.  

    Vice President Marvin Bamburg and former San Jose councilmember and 

CTRC advisor, Margie Matthews, have been forging ahead with a new mu-
seum site proposition and have had their first meetings with the City of San 
Jose staff members in charge of development of the Guadalupe Park plans. 
There are more meetings planned to study what details need to be worked out 

to reposition CTRC into a new museum site.  

August 15 th  BOD Meeting & BBQ  

     Time to say òGoodbyeó to Lynda Ramirez Jones who has been the adminis-
trator to me, the Board of Directors and of course to Rod Diridon for many 
years. She has grandchildren, hobbies and family who are calling. Filling in 
for Lynda will also be a retired executive administrator and grandmother, this 

time from the San Jose State Police Department, Claire Kotowski and yes we 
are related. The job is temporary until another òadminó becomes available. 
She also comes over from the Campbell Veterans Memorial Foundation and 

several other non -profit corporations where she served as corporate secretary. 
We will also be recognizing many volunteers for their hours of specialized 
work that makes CTRC what it is today. We will also be saying òHello & Wel-

comeó to Bill Schroh, the new President & CEO for History San Jose. He 
comes from New Jersey to replace Alida Brae who is retiring after many years 
of directing the HSJ operations as president & CEO. CTRC thanks Alida for 
all of her help. The òSinging Conductorsó will be entertaining us and the BBQ 

will be at the great hands of the òSanta Clara County Fire Fighters Unionó as 
always.  

Michael F. Kotowski,  

President & CEO, CTRC  
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County fair docents  8 -3-2019. 

Larry, Denis, Art, Tom, Jack Young  
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From Art Randall. 
 
 
The objective of this last quarter 
has been to prepare the locomo-
tive for display during the Santa 
Clara County Fair. We didn't get 
as far as we would have liked, but 
the result definitely looked good.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Art made the windows.  


