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Jear Mr. Diridon:

‘n behalf of the members and officers of the Central Coast Chapter-National Railway
ilstorical Socliety, I would like to thank you very much for your presentation on the
roposed San Jese Railroad Museum at our monthly membership meeting last night.

ur organization was incorporatad in San Jose back in 1352. Since that time, numerous
railrcad structures, depots and facilities {and much of their associatad ephemers)
vithin Santa Clara “ounty have been lost to history due to the lack of any sort of
tailroad-specific museum. Such a museunm may have had the opporturnity to preserve some
>f these structures and artifacts. The site of <he Western Pacific Railroad freight
irain yard and roundhouse is now a housing development. The Collage Park interlocking
-ower and the Agnew freight depot both burned down. The Newhall freight yard tower
vas torn cown and its large freight train vard was dismantled. The railroad depcts in
1ilpitas, Mountain View, Campbell, Los Gatos, Sunnyvale and Morgan Hill were all

cazed. The downtown San Jose freight stations of both Southern Pacific and Western
’acific were also razed. Even such diverse entities as the Moffett Tield Naval Air
Station, the Accent factory in San Jose and two San Jose brick companies all had their

14
wn small railroad operations..and all svidence of which is now gone.

3azed on the abov
@]

information, our chapter hea tily supports and endorses the
:stablishment its

e ks i
£ the 3an Joss Railroad Museum at it proposed location. Therse is

serrently no railroad museum in the Bay Area which is able to preserve, restore and
sperate main line railroad squipment in an environment which would be a fitting
thowcase for the public. This museum would serve to breserve and protect the area’s
rallroad history for future gensrations as well as honor the significant role the
cziiroads plaved in the development of the Santa Clara Valley,
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